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AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 
USMISSION NATO 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 

UNCLAS MOSCOW 18615 

E.O. 11652N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, UR, US, CSCE 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS ON FOREIGN JOURNALISTS 

1. AT 1715 THIS EVENING MOSCOW TIME, P&C COUNSELOR WAS ASKED TO 
APPEAR WITHIN HALF HOUR IN OFFICE OF MFA PRESS DIVISION CHIEF 
SOFINSKIY, TO HEAR A "STATEEMENT OF INTEREST TO JOURNALISTS, 

WHICH IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE CSCE FINAL ACT." PRESS ATTACHE 
ACCOMPANIED. 

2. SOFINSKIY BEGAN BY NOTING THAT THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT HAD 
REACHED A DECISION TO EASE TRAVEL CONTROL FOR FOREIGN JOURNALISTS, 
IN KEEPING WITH FINAL ACT OF CSCE. 

3. HE THEN READ IN RUSSIAN ONE PAGE TEXT SAYING THAT TRAVEL 
CONTROLS FOR JOURNALISTS WOULD BE EASED AS OF MARCH 1, 1976. 
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WHAT APPEARS TO BE SAME TRAVEL CONTROL REGIME AS DIPLOMATS 
RESIDENT IN MOSCOW. WHILE IN PAST JOURNALISTS REQUIRD "VISAS", IN 
FUTURE THEY WOULD SIMPLY NOTIFY MFA OF TRAVEL PLANS. THIS DOES NOT 
CHANGE FACT THAT APPRECIABLE PORTION OF USSR IS CLOSED TO ALT. 
FOREIGNERS. TEXT FOLLOWS SEPTEL. 

4. REFERRING TO ANOTHER DOCUMENT, WHICH HE DID NOT HAND OVER, 
SOFINSKIY SAID THAT THE SOVIET GOVERNMNT "HOPED" THAT THE USG 
WOULD RECIPROCATE IN EASING TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS FOR SOVIET 
JOURNALISTS IN THE USA. 

5. UK CHARGE AND PRESS ATTACHE WAITING TOO SEE SOFINSKY AS 
EMBOFFS DEPARTED. UK CHARGE WAS INFORMED THAT NEW REGUL- 
ATIONS FOR BRITISH CORRESPONDENTS WOULD BE INTRODUCED MARCH 
1 "ON THE BASIS OF RECIPROCITY". 

6. PRESS DIVISON OFFICIAL TOLD EMBOFFS "ALL" EMBASSIES WHICH 
HAVE JOURNALISTS ACCREDITED TO USSR WOULD BE INFORMED. 

7. MFA PRESS DIVISION INFORMED AP AND UPI OF DECISION BUT 
REFERRED THEM TO EMBASSY FOR DETAILS. 
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